that apart from economic considerations, these drugs are more suited to the habits of the people and the climatic conditions that prevail in this country.
The question of the restoration and development of the indigenous systems of medicine has therefore been discussed in the Indian Legislative Assembly and the different Provincial Councils. While we are not concerned here with the merits of such revival, we have no doubt that out of the large number of drugs used by Kavi- rajs and Hakims for centuries past and still in use, there are some at least that deserve the reputation they have earned as cures. On the other hand there are others of little therapeutic value that are given only because they are mentioned in some old manuscripts, and no one has taken the trouble to confirm the truth of these statements.
Medicine is a progressive science; in every department an attempt is being made to. replace empiricism by rationalism, and nowhere is this more evident than in the science of pharmacology and therapeutics.
Thus when it is said that ashoka (Saracct indica) is useful in menorrhagia, punarnava (Boerhaavia diffusa) [ March, 1923. will not accept these assertions, as these are symptoms and signs and not diseases; what we want to know is their particular value in the cedemas of the heart, kidney, etc., and how they act to restore the tissue to the normal. We do not wish to be misunderstood or desire for a moment to question the value of these drugs, but the scientific mind is not satisfied by mere 
